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April 24, 2006





Dear Chairman Constantino and Chairman Alves:





The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Group urges you to act expeditiously to approve the resolution contained in Article 7, Section 7 of H-7120 (FY 2007 Budget) relating to Energy Service Companies (ESCOs) and equipment replacement.





Permitting the state to enter into long-term ESCO contracts is a win-win situation for the environment and taxpayers, especially since private sector ESCOs are willing to pay for the cost of replacing antiquated and inefficient equipment with new efficient equipment that will produce guaranteed energy savings. 





Many other states and private sectors have derived substantial benefits from the services of ESCOs and we are excited that Rhode Islanders may soon be sharing in those benefits.





For nearly five years, the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process has identified ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Rhode Island.  The process includes representatives from over 25 business organizations, government agencies and public interest groups.  Our Plan identifies over 50 options, including the option to permit public facility efficiency initiatives to move forward.  





Energy efficiency can significantly reduce emissions of greenhouse gas and save taxpayers money.  If the more than 50 initiatives identified in Rhode Island’s GHG Plan are ultimately implemented, Rhode Island can meet the Governor’s 2020 target of GHG emissions at least 10% below 1990 emissions, while providing the state over $700 million of benefits.  This is true because so many of the measures save energy and are cost effective.  Option 13 in the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Plan focuses on public facilities for which this bill is essential.  Use the following link (� HYPERLINK "http://righg.raabassociates.org/Articles/GHGPlanBody7-19-02FINAL.pdf" ��http://righg.raabassociates.org/Articles/GHGPlanBody7-19-02FINAL.pdf�) to see Rhode Island’s Greenhouse Gas Plan.





Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  Please contact our facilitator Dr. Jonathan Raab at � HYPERLINK "mailto:raab@raabassociates.org" ��raab@raabassociates.org� if you any questions.





CC: 	House Speaker William Murphy and Senate President Joseph Montalbano


Members of the House and Senate; 


Ken Payne, Senate Policy Office 


Gary Ciminero, House Policy Office.




















Stakeholder Members





Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Environment Northeast


National Grid


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute of RI


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Business Roundtable


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Society of Env. Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Smaller Business Assoc. New England


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island


University of Rhode Island
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Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships, Inc.

781-860-9177 

5 Militia Drive, Lexington, Massachusetts 02421

www.neep.org


